PRONUNCIATION VS ACCENT

Pronunciation

« Definition: The way in which a word is spoken, » Definition: A distinctive way of pronouncing a
including the correct articulation of language, especially one associated with a
consonants, vowels, and syllables, as well as particular country, areq, or social class.

the stress on the correct part(s) of the word. o o
= Focus: Variations in pronunciation that reflect

= Focus: The correct or standard way to say a regional, socidl, or ethnic identity as well as the
word in a particular language, according to speaker's primary language.

the norms and rules of that language. « Objective: Accents can influence the

» Objective: To be understood by speakers of perception of pronunciation but aren't
the language, adhering to the linguistic inherently about right or wrong pronunciation,
standards for how words should sound. just linguistic identity & diversity.

Key Differences

* Universality vs. Specificity: Pronunciation aims for a universal standard within a language (though
such standards can vary by region, e.g, American vs. British English), while an accent signifies a
particular way of speaking attributed to a specific group or region.

« Leaming Context: In language leaming, pronunciation is taught with the goal of clear and
understandable speech. Learning an accent, however, often involves adopting specific phonetic
nuances to sound more like native speakers from a particular area or background.

= Perception and Bias: Accents can sometimes lead to judgments or biases about the speaker's
background, education, or social status, whereas pronunciation focuses more on clarity and mutual
intelligibility in communication.



